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FOCUS

TOURISM: THE SLEEPING GIANT OF AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT

Tourism has been widely acknowledged as one of the greatest socio-economic forces of the 21st 
century. Evidence from the World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC, 2016) Economic Impact Analysis 

and 283, 578, 000 jobs (9.5% of total employment) in 2015. While the European Union enjoyed the lion’s 

-
veloped service industry delivering excellent services in hospitality, transport, banking, food and beverages, among 

Therefore, assessing how well Africa has fared in the tourism sphere would necessitate examining the 

Situated in the Congo River basin and spreading through a number of countries including Cameroon, 

mountain gorillas. These and many other protected areas, nature reserves and parks represent and accommodate 

         

Pigmy in the Congo rainforest                       Puppy Gorilla in the Bwindi Forest
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Any discussion on Africa’s heritage prowess would natural start from the over ninety world heritage sites 

Region (Ethiopia), Dja Faunal Reserve (Cameroon) and Fort Jesus, Mombasa (Kenya), to name but a few, it is easy to see 
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Agenda 2063: the Africa we want, the oppor-

complimented. 

Achas
University of Tourism and Business Management (henceforth referred to as Achas University) was 
established in 2011. The premise is that African economies will only be able to take full advantage of tour-

-

entrepreneurship in students. In essence, a professional University preparing African students to champion the course 

incubator for Small and Medium enterprises (SMEs).

It is our fervent hope that Africa takes full consciousness of its tourism treasure house, accentuates 

development process. In this way and with all taking pride in Africa’s resources and working 

to visit. Through understanding that while the tourism sector relies on its own resources, developments in 

In God we trust!

Acha-Anyi Paul Nkemngu (Dr)
Publisher/CEO
Pretoria – South Africa 
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CedarWoods 

within the Southern African region. Member States shared Sustainable Tourism knowledge and experiences; gain 

Member States.

The Conference was targeted at stakeholders within Sustainable Tourism, namely; SMMEs, private sector, public sector, 

The Sustainable Tourism Conference has garnered support from all corners of the world, and some of the key speakers 
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Dr. Sue Snyman- Regional Coordinator, Wilderness Safaris

DEMYSTIFYING REFLECTIONS ON THE NEPAD 2ND RURAL DEVELOPMENT FORUM CONFERENCE IN 
YAOUNDE: AFRICAN YOUTH PERSPECTIVE

 

program of the African Union, the author was accorded an opportunity to travel to in her own 

that was held under the theme ra s or  r a s ra  reas ro  s e e o e  o  Crea o  
and Youth Economic Empowerment” conference. The journey began in South Africa, then connected in Addis 

Déjà vu at its best! There was 
excitement. 
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key components to advance development in Africa.

“the weather in Cameroon was lovely for me because I’m coming 
from the far north of KwaZulu Natal (South Africa) where the weather was 37 degrees, I was glad to keep in touch with 
people from home since the WI I connec on was e cellent in all the tourists places I went to  this was a fantas c 
e perience”  

“I admired how they make use of mber to manufacture their furniture than to import 
from foreign countries which might cost more; these are the lessons to be learned to boost our African economies by 
manufacturing our own products and e port them”  

add to the value chain. 
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“it is possible for Africa to feed its people and end hunger by 3 ; being e posed to 
di erent countries on the NE AD mee ngs and being involved  in the research and feasibility studies working togeth-
er as Africans, we can overcome anything we put heads and ideas into  We can truly feed our people and grow our 
economy”

that living on subsistence farming may help, however it does not guarantee success towards becoming a commercial 

AGRICULTURE

stated that “we were able to share notes and e periences with our peers from other parts of Africa  he 
outcomes are envisaged to be implemented at a regional, na onal and provincial level; as the re uired 
interven on for revolu onary rural transforma on, new strategies and policies to redress ine ui es calls for a united 
Africa to roll up the sleeves and get down to business ” 

Speakers highlighted the complexity of entrepreneurship that the youth of Africa is facing.

“the youth is already championing 
entrepreneurship in Africa ”  “we are 
commi ed to making a posi ve contribu on in driving programmes and ini a ves geared towards inclusive and 
sustainable development in the African con nent”   
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has. 

It was highlighted that Agriculture guarantees food security, encourages water management, ensures 

-

training. 

youth economic empowerment. 

“IC  is an important pla orm that the youth needs to tackle to promote agri-
business and to upscale rural development  here should be systems and mother organi a ons that should support the 
youth in the IC  sector  rgani a ons like A , IZ ermany, and ECD rance aris contributed on a great deal of how 
we can move forward in making skills development, job crea on and r
ural youth development in Africa

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
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“ he nd Africa ural Development orum held in Yaoundé o ered me a great opportunity to share my 
e perience and learn from the other par cipants  y main re ec on during the mee ng was that, we don’t need to 
waste me by calling the youth to go back to the land  he be er thing to do is to invest in appropriate infrastructures 
in rural medium and in agricultural schools, etc  (theme of the conference)  In this perspec ve, the E A  echnopole 
School that we visited in Cameroon is a good e ample of the type of investment we need to do in rural areas  he inter-
est of youth in what they are learning and doing at E A  school is an evidence  As an academia representa ve, I was 
very happy to congratulate the best students of this agriculture school who were ready for farming”

TOURISM

-

“When we went into town out with some delegates in Yaoundé, we networked and had delicious meals, not to forget 
roasted bananas and the fresh meal with roasted meat; we enjoyed and mingled with people of Cameroon   you 
haven’t been to Cameroon if you don’t bring the beau ful African fabric that is locally produced  I would really do it, all 
over again ”

FUTURE PROSPECTS

Therefore, there is a dire need for an integrated approach towards ensuring that Agriculture remains the new tool for 
sustainable economic growth as an industry that cuts across all other sectors in Africa to realise the dream of the Africa 
we want! 

et us pave our own way as the youth of Africa when dealing with the beast called unemployment  et us contribute in 
our own form in this beau ful con nent  ake your economic well-being the forefront and carry Africa on your shoul-
der (Nomfundo)
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DESTINATION UNIQUENESS: PRODUCTS WITH A DIFFERENCE

WELCOME TO SOUTH AFRICA:
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“AFRICAN CHILD, TAKE PRIDE IN OUR AFRICAN STORIES”

By Beauty M. Mtombeni

prepared and cooked. Fire was the only light we had in the room, should the moon not be available. The whole 

peanuts). We would listen to the tales of my grandparents and how they used to ride donkeys to a place called 

always supported each other. 

this was a symbol of a self-loving, hardworking and neat woman. To me it meant that I had to work hard 
and love myself as a young African black woman. my grandmother day in and day out fetching water from 

produce was always in the yard. 

go through. I was taught many things when I was young which I thought were useless but now I see that they shaped 

is a women from the Shona clan. 

We need to learn about our culture, our background, where we come from, so we can know we are going!
 

Tshwane University of Technology in Pretoria – South Africa)
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HOME AWAY FROM HOME

AFRICA: CULTURAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

By Nyochembeng morfaw fobella

our culture is our 
iden ty, our sense of belonging, our pride, our roots   

 

 known as Shaka day, a day in which the legendary king Shaka use his spear to 

 of this great warrior.   

    2. In the north of Africa we know about the great pyramids of Egypt which now  
     form part and parcel of the cultural history of the people which has over the  
     giving room for many research by global scholar. Many people around the  
     world have become familiar or now know the history and culture of the 

     culture of a people.  



3. We have the great town of old called Timbuktu, in present 

and even the present. This town upholds the culture and 

various wars they fought in the past to be where they 
presently are today. 

 
6. In central Africa one of the culture and 

 that cut across Cameroon, Gabon and part of 

7. Also, in Cameroon we have prominent 
cultures that dominate the sub region 
like that of the pigmies in the south an 
eastern regions of Cameroon, the radians 

cultures in the west and south west 

We have heard, known and experienced stories of how the western world tempered with Africa revered 

trading with what the people hold so dearly. 

that government of many African states are spending lots of money in the tourism sector.  
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but it is very important to take a step further to declare a public holiday like South Africa has done where 

belonging in this world. 

(Mr. Nyochembeng morfaw fobella is a Postgraduate fellow studying with the 
University of Johannesburg – South Africa)

 
DESTINATION UNIQUENESS: PRODUCTS WITH A DIFFERENCE

By Acha Junior Jude

Kupe Manenguba Division (KMD) got its name from Mount Kupe and Mount Manenguba that are found in the area. 
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lowlands, valleys and plains. The Manenguba (2,396m) and Kupe (2,050m) Mountains are notable in the area as well 

-

and big preys. The forests also have rich bird species as evident with the over 329 rare bird species in the Mount Kupe 
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There are also lakes such as the Kupe Manenguba Twin Crater Lakes, waterfalls and hot springs that one can 

Lamentably, the level of tourist arrivals and accompanying infrastructural developments in this 

nderexploited to support ecotourism development and its accompanying community-development impact. 

development in KMD.

(Acha Jude is a student in the department of Tourism Management at Achas University of Tourism and 
Business Management in Buea – Cameroon)
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LOCAL ADMINISTRATION

By Paul E. Kode

Mamfe - Cameroon

to the social and moral fabric of the laws and customs of his village background? The response to these 

through such cults as Ekpe and basinjom principally. 

as Sessekus.

       

     

Abunaw, the centuries old cult was originally created to ensure peace and order in all the villages in Manyu. It is not 

of Ekpe. 

EKPE AND CHRISTIANITY

Sessekou Engineer Tambe Abunaw went on to disclose that the same Ten Commandments inscribed in the 
Ekpe

Ekpe Ekpe member 

operates.
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OTHER CULTS

man, woman and child. The basinjom for instance, is referred to as the god of gods
obase, means god, in local 

obasinjom regalia, he insisted to be led to 
a certain house where two stolen bunches of plantains were concealed. The interpreter tried to dissuade 
him from denouncing the kleptomaniac, to no avail. When the dancer eventually discarded the gown, he 

obasinjom danced and 

somewhere in his house. Again, the escorts did all they could to divert him from his focussed 
obasinjom got into the house and pointed to the exact spot where the charms were 

realise that the incident transpired right in his very own house! This clearly illustrates the important role 
of the dreaded god of gods in a typical Manyu village.  There is no doubt, the basinjom here played out 

unfortunately, to the detriment of goring his very own ox.

     

    

The youngest Sessekou went on to draw a parallel between Ekpe and Ekpa’a Ekpe 
is strictly for men while the Ekpa’a 

Angpou juju, he 

Angpou would be summoned to 
Angpou does this by pursuing, catching and pinning the 

Angpou dispenses the ghost by burning it on a 
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into the Ekpe cult. There is no gainsaying therefore, that Manyu ancestors where in anyway devoid of King 

By Eddy Etawo
 

up to the task of reforming a police force that was plagued by serious ills.

that age is no impediment to a clear vision and dynamism. Within a few years, the long serving diplomat and 
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WHITE HOUSE RESTAURANT

-

Canteen services for INNESS CA E N S A in the early 1990 s and the canteen proper for 12 years 

with CHANTIER NAVAL
services to former SHELL CA ER N S A, CH C CA , (Cameroon’s lone chocolate producing company) and 

RAN E CA ER N S A
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By Eddy Etawo

Douala - Cameroon

-

development in the country will revolve around the content proposed in that plan.

The World Economic 
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coral rag houses.

the highest mountain in Africa, famous for its snow-capped peak looming over the plains of 
the savannah.

Rhino. This is also a world heritage site.
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AFRICA: UNITY IN DIVERSITY
(In this series tled “Africa  nity in diversity” we pro le the tourism prowess of selected African countries to illustrate 
the rich diversity and uality of tourist a rac ons on the con nent  The idea is to feature one country from each of the 

ve economic communi es (SADC, EAC, ECCAS, EC WAS and CENSAD) on the African con nent  Hence, in this edi on 
we pro le otswana from the SADC region, ganda from the EAC, hana from EC WAS, and Tunisia from the CENSAD 
region)    

By Paul N. Acha-Anyi (Dr)

descending valleys, sand dunes, large numbers of pans and, in the extreme northwest, isolated hills, such as Aha, 
Tsodilo, Koanaka and Gcwihaba.

people who speak the Setswana language and share the Sotho-Tswana culture, while in its common contemporary 
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MUSIC AND DANCE

nearly everywhere you go - in shops, malls, houses, schools, cars, combis, trains, taxis and bars. Music, dance and 

heavenly bodies of an unimaginable brilliance, and stunning sunsets of unearthly beauty.
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of plants and animals to be explored.

AFRICA: UNITY IN DIVERSITY

By Gillian A. Nkenganyi

but eventually resurrected to claim its seat among giants of tourism.  

lay hands on and brought the tourism industry to its knees. 
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hippos were killed in the channel as a result of an anthrax outbreak, which occurs when animals eat remnants of 

described as a popular wildlife tourism area. 
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CULTURE

WELCOME TO AFRICA: UNITY IN DIVERSITY

WELCOME TO GHANA

By Nkongndem A. Gugu
Pretoria – South Africa

to entertain, amuse and startle the visitor. Ghana is also a country of great diversity and each of its ten regions has 

 

     Uplands. 

Tourism Management at Achas University of Tourism and 
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Ecotourism has become popular over the last few years and there are now a few eco lodges in the Axim area. If you are 

world’s most tragic events - the Slave Trade.

-

hustle and bustle of business. Cape Coast Castle is alive with the human spirit.

Ten kilometers west on a promontory visible from a great distance, Elmina Castle is the earliest known European 

of the infamous slave trade.

transported them to the Americas.

NATIONAL PARKS
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AFRICA: UNITY IN DIVERSITY

By Ayanda Mnisi

tourism has boomed.



From the famous amphitheatre that has staged some of the most renowned movies in the world such as Gladiator, to 

Dougga

(Ayanda nisi is a 
nal year Na onal 

Diploma student in the 
Department of Tourism 

anagement, Tshwane 
niversity of Technol-

ogy  retoria  South 
Africa)
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The beauty of a woman lies on her hair. A woman may put on fancy clothes, carry expensive designer bags and 

ready and much willing to pay huge sums of money for their hair. Women and young girls visit the saloon regularly for 

every corner to meet up with the needs of African women. These hair saloons range from moderate to expensive and 

hair style.  A good number of them consider the weather before choosing their desired styles. During the dry season 
for example, there is so much heat causing discomfort. This explains why some women shy away from wigs and instead 

needles, relaxers, combs, extensions, mirrors, oils, gels, sprays and several others contribute greatly to the economy 
of countries.

not well placed. Many African companies and even individuals spend huge amounts of money to import human hair 

The hair do business also contributes greatly to employment and especially self-employment as many youth upon 
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By Eddy Etawo

Douala - Cameroon

-

is also a model to Cameroonian youths who today have taken sports as a livelihood. 

music. She has fostered and promoted the cultural values of beloved Mother Cameroon, Africa and beyond. At this 

are basically centered on the day to day social problems in Cameroon, Africa and the world. Sadey sings many musical 

lot in store for her fans in Cameroon, Africa and the world.

 






